
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, April 11, 2018. Crispolo Bloom, Tim Miller, Paul 
Jovanis, Carol Pioli, Ginny Woodring, Margie Meyers, Elaine Scutti, Jill Babinski, Sandi Craig 
and Alissa Wilson were in attendance. Father Charlie, Mark Blonski and John Neibauer were 
were absent. 
 

The Opening Prayer was read, and the Minutes from March were approved with one minor 
change. 
 
Old Business: 
Backpack Ministry: Alissa explained that Good Shepherd’s involvement with this ministry came 
about because Faith Formation, JustFaith and Matternville School were all looking for a 
volunteer opportunity for students; it was decided to use GS as a central packing location for all 
three groups. The program provides children in need with a backpack of non-perishable food 
items on Fridays, to be returned on Mondays for refill. Food and backpacks arrive on Mondays 
or Tuesdays, and are packed by students/volunteers in time for distribution on Fridays. This 
initiative will be part of Christian Service, with support from Faith Formation. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Finance: Tim reported that a budget for the new Fiscal Year will be assembled soon. 
 
Christian Service: During February and March 2018, nine (9) families/individuals were assisted 
from the Families In Need Advent Tree funds, totaling over $2,500.00. This includes four (4) 
families that received Easter meals. Calls assisted six (6) families/individuals in the month of 
March, 2018. YTD Matthew 25 call expenditures through March, 2018 were $649.00 under 
budget. 
 
Faith Formation / Youth Ministry: Elaine reported that sixteen (16) teens and eight (8) adults 
participated in Sleep-Out Saturday. For the first time in seven years, participants had to sleep 
inside, as the temperature dipped to 10 degrees. Teens raised close to $400.00. The Lenten 
Dinner Dessert Team also raised $1,285.36 in six weeks, with over 100 hours of community 
service logged. On April 15th, 31 students (plus 50 from OLV) will be Confirmed by the Bishop 
at OLV. The The 7th and 8th Grade Social Justice Retreat will be held on Sunday, April 22nd. A 
new VBS program entitled “Shipwrecked” is being introduced this year, replacing Barnyard 
Roundup. 
 



Elaine announced that she’ll be stepping down as Coordinator of YM at the end of the current 
FY. She’ll continue serving as Director of VBS and Retreat Facilitator, but as a part-time, rather 
than full-time, employee. Options for replacing/supplementing Elaine are being discussed. 
 
Finally, on a similar note, Margie will be stepping down as Director of FF effective June 30th. 
She received and accepted an offer to serve as Director of Mission for Divine Mercy Parish in 
western Maryland. The PC receives this news with regret, but also with much gratitude and 
thanks for Margie’s outstanding leadership and service to the Parish over the past eight years. 
 
Fundraising: Sandi reported that three fundraising activities are underway: gift certificates, 
Shepherd’s Luau and script gift cards. About 20 volunteers shared their experiences at a wrap-up 
celebration/meeting for the Lenten dinners. The event generated $7,400.00, significantly more 
than previous years. Additionally, the second Calendar Lottery made $8,800.00 and the Pancake 
Breakfasts $2,300.00. 
 
Parish Family/Life: Jill reported that the Easter Egg Hunt went well. The menu for the 
Shepherd’s Lieu is also coming together nicely. 
 
Prayer & Worship: no report. 
 
Pastor’s Report: no report. 
 
New Business: 
Time & Talent: This event is typically held on Pentecost, but since no planning has taken place, 
it likely won’t happen in its usual form. We also haven’t received any updates from the 
Volunteer Coordinator Committee regarding different approaches for recruiting volunteers. If 
this initiative isn’t moving forward, how should volunteer recruiting be approached? It was 
discussed that personal invitations are much more effective than general announcements, 
especially when the scope of the commitment is clearly defined. We should work to target 
specific ministries in need of volunteers. Making announcements at the end of Masses and 
drawing names from a hat were brought up as possibilities. 
 
Church Security: Paul, Margie and Carol attended a Police training session regarding active 
shooter situations in a church setting. The presentation promoted the “Run - Hide - Fight” 
approach. Margie would like to develop an active shooter plan in time for next school year. It 
was also recommended that we request a walk-through by Police to identify problems. 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:59 PM 


