
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, August 8, 2018. Crispolo Bloom, Father Charlie, Dee 
Treaster, Marlene Gillan, Diane Bremmer, Sandi Craig, John Switalski, Joan Gavin, Bob 
Hoffman and Liz Reese were in attendance. Tom Parrish was absent. Father chaired the meeting. 
We met in Classroom #1 due to another group using the Parish Hall. 
 
As part of the Opening Prayer, we shared where we’ve seen God in the past few weeks. The 
Minutes from our May meeting were also approved with no changes. 
 
Old Business: 
Council’s Interaction with Parishioners: Members were asked to hand out Bulletins at the end 
of their respective Masses. Bob will put together name tags for Council members; the Office will 
provide name tag holders. Discussion of Council member intros at the end of Masses will be 
tabled until our next meeting. 
 
Meeting Date & By-Law Changes: Moving forward, we’ll continue meeting on the second 
Wednesday of each month. Father also indicated that it was made clear to him that we need to 
stick to 90-minute meetings. Despite being short one person, no changes will be made to the 
existing By-Laws. 
 
Committee Clarifications: As part of an initiative to make parishioners more aware of various 
ministries, Cris and Dee will meet with Chris Wahlmark to discuss the possibility of adding 
information about various ministries to the website. Other efforts include announcements at the 
end of Masses, blurbs in the Bulletin, prayer intentions for each ministry, and info on the 
monitors in the Gathering Space. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Karen submitted Matthew 25 reports for June and July, 2018. For June, Matthew 25 assisted 17 
families/individuals, ending the month $51.54 under budget. For July, Matthew 25 assisted 14 
families/individuals, ending the month $200.00 over budget. AJ also submitted a detailed Social 
Justice report for July -- preparations are underway for the Season of Creation, which will be 
celebrated September 1st - October 4th. 
 
 
 
 



New Business: 
ARISE Program: Father asked if Council members would be willing to participate in the ARISE 
Program as a small group. This is a Diocesan program that, over the course of 2.5 years, covers 
five large topics in six-week segments. Council members indicated that they’d be willing to 
participate, but questions were raised over the topics covered and meeting dates. 
 
Suggestions from Fellow Parishioners: Dee emphasized that in order for the Council to be 
efficient and respected, we need to get back to folks as quickly as possible. The following 
suggestions were brought to the Council. 
 

1. Only replace half of PC members per cycle, rather than the entire group. 
2. In case of an emergency, list medically-trained parishioners in the Bulletin. 

a. The Council felt that this isn’t necessary, as we’re a relatively small Parish and 
most folks know who has medical training. 

3. Install shades over choir windows to reduce glare? 
a. Father doesn’t want to obstruct the openness of the Sanctuary by covering the 

windows; other possibilities may be explored, though, to address this issue. 
 
Abuse Scandal: We discussed whether it’s necessary to bring up the abuse scandal again with 
the Parish, especially after allegations this week of abuse by priests in PA. The general 
consensus was it’s not necessary; however, parishioners should be made aware that counselors 
are available if needed. 
 
It was also asked whether we should look into the possibility of having the Bishop visit Good 
Shepherd to not only discuss the situation, but also tell us more about who he is as a person, his 
goals, elaborate more on the ARISE Program, etc.. We felt that the Bishop might not be 
comfortable with this type of discussion. 
 
Selection of Officers: Cris will remain on the Council as Secretary for another term. All other 
officer selections were tabled until our next meeting. 
 
Action Items: 

● Bob will assemble name tags for Council members. 
● Member intros at the end of Masses should be discussed at the next meeting. 
● Cris and Dee will schedule a meeting with Chris Wahlmark to discuss adding Parish 

ministry info to the website. 
● Officers need to be selected at our next meeting. 

 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:30 PM 


