
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, October 10, 2018. Father Charlie, Amy Timan, Cris 
Bloom, John Switalski, Dee Treaster, Bob Hoffman, Liz Reese, Tom Parrish, Joan Gavin, Sandi 
Craig and Diane Bremmer were in attendance. Marlene Gillan was absent. 
 
As part of the Opening Prayer, we shared where we’ve seen God in the past few weeks. The 
Minutes from our September meeting were also approved with no changes 
 
Old Business: 
Committee Clarifications (cont.): Dee and Cris met with Chris Walmark. Chris will be creating 
a new Volunteer Opportunities radio button on the homepage of the Parish website. This will 
link to a landing page with an introduction, link to download the Opportunities booklet and brief 
descriptions of various ministries. The descriptions will include links to existing web content if 
applicable. Dee and Cris are working to update the booklet and obtain ministry contact info. 
 
Response to the abuse scandal: update: We continued discussing this difficult issue -- we have 
an obligation to take action of some kind, despite abuse existing in some form since the 
beginning. Members were encouraged to write to the Church leadership. For our next meeting, 
what can we do to comfort the afflicted and challenge Church leadership to take action? 
 
Committee Reports: 
Fundraising: Sandi reported that lottery calendars have been sent out; we should have financial 
figures next month. Grocery cards are also being sold after Masses. The Fall Festival was held on 
10/06 (attendance was light). A Pancake Breakfast was held on 10/07 (attendance for both this 
breakfast and the previous one were light as well). A volunteer is needed to take point on 
Pancake Breakfasts for next year. Volunteers are needed for the six upcoming Lenten dinners. 
Finally, planning is beginning for the Shepherd’s Ball, which will be held in May, 2019. 
 
Sandi encouraged Council members to support Parish fundraising efforts; monies generated by 
fundraising events go into the general fund and help build community within the Parish. 
 
Social Justice Committee: A.J. reported that the committee last met on 09/08. Sharon Barney, a 
State College immigration attorney, spoke about the process for entering the US. Sharon took 
questions from the group and was very informative and engaging. The committee also briefly 
touched on Season of Creation activities. A brief overview of the Bridge of Hope program was 
provided as well. Next meeting is on 10/13. 



 
Christian Service: Karen reported that calls assisted 18 families/individuals in the month of 
September, 2018. YTD call expenditures through September, 2018 were $50.00 over budget. 
The miscellaneous category includes $75.00 toward car repairs for a woman who is caring for 
her three children and her mom, plus $75.00 towards a package to help a disabled woman with 
costs to make her bathtub accessible. 
 
The question was raised whether folks really know what Matthew 25 does and how they operate 
(same for other ministries). What else can we do to increase awareness and spark interest? 
 
Faith Formation: Amy reported that Elementary and HS programs are going well. The MS 
program has caused some challenges, though, mainly due to the lack of catechists and aides. 
She’s in the process of restructuring/rebuilding the program for 53 kids. Amy is also exploring 
ways of incorporating the Arise Program into the curriculum. 
 
With WORD and SHOUT effectively dissolved, Theresa and Alyssa are heading up a 
once/month youth ministry get-together; the first half-hour of HS sessions is also dedicated to 
YM activities. 
 
New Business: 
Active Shooter Training - Oct. 20-21: A brief seminar is being offered by local police on what 
to do in an active shooter situation in a church setting. This stemmed from church safety 
discussions several months ago and a building walk-through by the police, who offered a number 
of recommendations. The seminar is open to any interested parishioners, and will be held both 
after the 5:30 PM Mass and between the 9 AM and 11 AM Masses. It was also recommended 
that a formal emergency action plan and emergency response committee be developed/formed. 
 
Concerns from Fellow Parishioners: 
Hanging Cross: Bob is addressing a parishioner concern about how the large cross in the 
Sanctuary is hung. It was felt that from a hardware standpoint, the cross is hung in an 
‘overly-aggressive’ way. Bob is meeting with a structural engineer to discuss simplifying the 
hardware. 
 
Closing Prayer & Adjournment: 8:35 PM 
 


